Dr Obuobie and Dr Jones (April 2003 JRSM 1 ) attribute the hyperthyroidism with low serum thyroid hormone concentrations in their patient to suppression of the thyroid hormone concentrations by an infective illness which lasted only one week. It is more likely that this patient had painless thyroiditis. In the days before thyroid hormone concentrations could be measured, the clinical diagnosis of thyrotoxicosis was confirmed by a high uptake of radioactive iodine. Occasionally, the hyperthyroidism was found to be associated with a low uptake. The hyperthyroid phase was due to liberation of thyroid hormones into the blood from the damaged gland. Patients with painless thyroiditis usually became well after a month or so when the thyroid hormones and TSH returned to normal. When the diagnosis of painless thyroiditis was missed, patients ran the risk of receiving antithyroid drugs for as long as one or two years. Dr Agell (March 2003 JRSM 1 ) highlights the misuse of the Mental Health Act as a means of authorizing treatment for physical conditions. His letter reflects my own experience, as a lawyer specializing in mental health issues, of the need for greater education in the law of consent. This is one of the areas on which we are most often asked to advise or provide training. With that in mind, I offer here a summary of the law of consent as it affects psychiatric patients. Part IV of the Mental Health Act sets out the provisions relating to treatment of detained patients and gives procedures and safeguards in relation to specific groups of treatment for mental disorder. It does not apply to other types of treatment. Treatment for physical disorders and for mental disorders in patients who do not come within Part IV of the Act are covered by the common law; the Mental Health Act has no application in such cases. According to common law, consent (informed and free from the pressure of undue influence) must be obtained for all treatment for all patients unless it can be shown that the patient lacks the capacity to consent or the Act applies.
P B S Fowler
What are the relevant sections of the Mental Health Act 1983, Part IV?
Section 63 provides that the consent of a person is not required for any medical treatment given to him for the mental disorder from which he is suffering (not being treatment falling under Section 57 or Section 58) if the treatment is given to him by or under the direction of the 
